running water in the hotel where I stayed helped me recover, so I felt the need to help provide running water for patients and staff of the hospital."
Since its official registration in January 2010, the foundation has raised $5000 out of a targeted $25 000 and hopes to present a cheque to the hospital in July 2011.
Commercial oil production, which officially began Dec. 15, 2010, is only adding to the hospital's burdens, officials say.
"The oil find is attracting many visitors and workers to the district but we are not adequately resourced to cater for the health needs of the people," says Habib Ganiyu, the hospital's administrator. "We do not have a functioning kitchen, so patients bring their own food to the hospital. Our emergency department has only one ambulance, which is about 13 years old and is therefore very weak."
Frimpong laments a lack of accommodation for hospital staff, which makes it difficult to recruit health care workers. "We have the least number of staff in the whole [Western] region. We don't have an anesthetist in this hospital yet we do surgeries here. I just pick some nurses and instruct them as to what to do while I do the surgeries."
Others are concerned about the impact the oilfields will have on local nutrition and food supplies, and ultimately, the health of fisherman and fishmongers. Residents of the area rely heavily on fish for their protein, so a shortage may lead to malnutrition.
"Some red lights have been used to signal areas in the sea where the fishermen should not catch fish, "says 67-year-old Nana Kojo Krah, chief fisherman of Lower Dixcove. "Unfortunately, the red lights have attracted most fish there, thus reducing the yield of fishermen. If this trend continues, and we are not compensated by the government, we would stop fishing."
Fishmonger Mame Efua Mansa says that "now the fishermen don't get enough fish for us to buy and sell. So something has to be done about it otherwise we cannot live in this community."
The many problems have left local hospital staff appealing for international help. "If any individual or organization comes to our aid, we would be very happy and grateful," says Prah. -Bernard Appiah, Accra, Ghana
